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Fegislatie Tounncil,

Thursday, 9th December, 1897.

Question : Bush Fires Aet—Question: Regulntions of
Metropolitan Waterworks Board—Qmuestion: New
Houses of Parlioment—Motion : Abrelhos Islands
Guano—Motion: Metropolitan Waterworks Board
(further rgport)--Motion: Metropolitan Water-
works Bo (nccounts wanted)—Mines Regulution
Act Amendment Bill: clause rescinded —Industrial
Stotistics Bill: third reading—Public Notaries Bill :
third reading—Police Act Amendment Bill: third
rending—DMines Regulation Act Amendment Bill:
recommittal ; Point of Order; Presideut's Ruling ;
division on Clause 2=Circuit Courts Bill : in com-
mittee—Imported Labour Registry Bill : in commit-
tee — Workinen's Lien Bill: second rtending; in
committee—Adjourmmnent.

Tre PRESIDENT took the chair at
430 o’clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

QUESTION—BUSH FIRES ACT.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER, on behalf of
the Hon. R. (3. Burges, and in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
if the Government intended to amend the
present Bush Fires Act.

Ter MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied that the
Government did not propose to do so,
not having heard of any complaints in
regard to its provisions.

QUESTION—REGULATIONS OF METRO-
POLITAN WATERWORKS BOARD.
Hon. A. P. MATHESON, i accord.-

ance with notice, asked the Minister of

Mines:—1. If the Metropolitan Water-

works Board had framed any regula-

tions in accordance with their Act? 2. If
any such regulations had been gazetted in
accordance with their Act; and, if so, on
what date’ 3. If any such regulations
had been laid on the table of the House
in accordance with Clause 19 of their Act ;
and if not, why not? 4. If a breach of

Clause 19 of the Metropolitan Water-

works Act invalidated any such hy-laws;

and if not, what was the value of the
clause?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied :—1. The
Metropolitan Waterworks Board framed
regulations in accordance with their Act,
and these were approved in Executive
Council on 31st March, 1897. 2. The
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regulations were gazetted on 2nd April,
1897. 3. They have not been laid on the
table of the House: the reason I have
not yet been able to ascertain. 4. A
breach of Section 19 of the Act, in respect
of duty to lay the regulations on the
table of the House, would not invalidate
themn, provided they were duly made and
published in the Gazette.

QUESTION—NEW HQUSES OF
PARLIAMENT.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
whether it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to take any steps towards the
erection of new Houses of Parliament; if
so, when?

Taee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied that the Gov-
ernment did not propose, at present, to
take any steps in regard to the erection of
new Houses of Parhament.

MOTION—ABROLHOS ISLANDS GUANO.

Hown. C. E. DEMPSTER, for Hox. R.
G. Burges, moved “ That all papers and
reports in connection with the recent
gurvey of the Abrolhos Islands guano
deposit be laid on the table of the House.”

Put and passed.

MOTTON—METROPOLITAN WATER-
WORKS BOARD (FurtuEr Rrrort).

Hon. A. P. MATHESON, in accord-
ance with notice, moved—

That, in the opinion of this Honse, a further
report should he furnished to this House by
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board, in addi-
tion to their report dated November 2nd, 1897,
and which shall contain full explanations on
the following points:-—1. Why 24 miles of
18in. cust-iron pipes and 24 miles of 20in. cast
iven pipes have heen laid on the Canning Flat.
2. Why a larger water supply should not be
impounded on the existing reserve, with dated
copies of the reports which have been furnished
to the hoard on the subject; also dated copies
of reports on the proposed Upper Camnning
reservoir and reserve. 3. Details of the area
proposed to be acquired on the Upper Canning,
including the names of the beneficial owners
and (or) lessees thereof. 4. An amended table
of the comparative cost of the alternative
schemes, including, if practicable, a schewme for
adding to the water supply from the existing
reserve, with full explanations of the methods
by which the estimated figures are arrived at.
5. The basis on which the tahle of estimated
revenue on page 7 for years 1898 to 1900 was
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calenlated, and also a further table showing !

estimated cxpenditure over same period.
Statement of revenue and expenditure of the

Perth Waterworks Company during the last |

twelve months of its cxistence. 7. Statement
in detail showing the various tenders received
for piping since the formation of the board.

His reason for tabling this motion was
that although a considerable time had
elapsed sincethe reportof the Metropolitan
Waterworks Board had appeared, and
although that report showed a very
serious state of affairs in reference to the
wafer supply of this city, the Government
did not appear, up to yesterday, to be in-
clined to take any steps to deal with it.
He had been very curefully through the
report and compared it with a report which
be had had made for himgelf prior-to the
purchase of the works by the Government,
and it seemed to him that the whole
report and the subjects dealt with in it
required very grave attention by the
House. Hon. members did not, perhaps,
fully realise the importance of further
works being organised to supply water to
Perth. In their veport the hoard
estimated the amount needed for this
summer’s supply at 1,700,000 gallons per
day, and for next yearat 2,100,000 gallons
per day. As a matter of fact, at the
present moment there were only 150
million gallons of water in the Victoria
reservoir. He helieved the estimate of the
board that 1,700,000 gallons would be
needed for Perth per day was perfectly
acentate; but, according to the board’s
own estimate, there would only be a
supply of one million gallons per day in
the Victoria reservoir available. In his
opinion, this supply of a million gallons
per day would only be available for the
next five months, and by the end of April
the Victoria reservoir would probably be
dry. He was assuming that the board
supplied the city at the rate of one
million gallons per day, which was their
own estimate and a perfectly fair one.
He believed they could supply a further
100,000 gallons per day. In a numberof
cases he had found such inaccuracies in
the board’s report that it was impossible
to check the different calculations and
arguments from point to point; but, if
hon. members were going io debate the
question on the basis of that repert, it
was essential that it should not only be
accurate but that it should be ample.
He found that in many cases estimates
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were made for which no justification was
though he bhelieved perfect
justification could be given; aund he had
therefore tabled the amendments of which
he had given notice, and which he would
take later on in detail. His fear was
that in January or February, when
these facts became more apparent, the
Govermment would be galvanised into
action hy the shrieks of the press, and a
large expenditure wounld he incurred,
which was estimated at £200,000, but
which he believed would be very much
larger. TUnless this question were brought
up now, the country would find itself
commitied o this expenditure, for which
the bhoard had asked, without any dis-
cussion having been raised in this House,
on the plea of extreme urgency, and he
wanted to prevent that. He was bound
to say, after going through the report
and considering all the figures and other
statements contained in 1it, that the
existing hoard were not, in hisopinion, per-
sons fit to be enfrusted with any fwnther
expenditnre of public money. He be-
lieved the members who composed the
hoard were actuated by the most honour-
able motives, but they had certainly not
been guided in their actions by prudence.
He had come to the conclusion that, if
any work such as was contemplated
had to he carrted out, the board should
be set aside, and the control of the
work and the expenditure of the money
entrusted to the Public Works Department.
This had been originally contemplated by
the department, and he was of the opinion
that, if the whole expenditure of £130,000
for this work had been originally left in
the hands of that department, a more
satisfactory result would bave been ob-
tained. In addition to that, if the board
were done away with, a large saving of
money would he effected in the way of
expenses, It would be seen from the
report that the general office expenses in
connection with the board amounted to
£3,795, und that was simply for salaries
and fees. He did not grudge the fees
paid to the gentlemen on the board,
because he thought they were much too
small—ridienlously small for any real
work to be expected in return. But, all
the same, he did not think fees should he
paid to any board, if the work could be
more efficaciously done by a public
authority. He could give good reasons
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for considering that the board were not
proper people to spend public money.
From the accounts it would be found that
a s of £130,000 was voted for the pur-
pose of auxiliary works; that was to say.
for works necessary for forming satisfactor

waterworks after the sum of £220,000 had
been spent in the purchase of the system.
One would imagine that business men,
kmowing there was a limit to the money
to be spent, would have made some cal-
culation, or plotted out some scheme, by
which the money voted would be made to
cover necessary works. But from the
expenditure account, it would be found
that that had not been the case. The
three things necessary for a proper and
satisfactory water supply were an increased
reservolr for impounding the water, a
satisfactory means of conveying that water
from the reservoir to Perth, and a further
increage in the size of the reservoir at
Mount Eliza. That was the conclusion
he arrived at, judging from his private
report and from public knowledge. The
board started with the sum of £130,000,
and appeared, during the months of No-
vemberand December, to have placed orders
for £110,685 worth of pipmg—=2l-inch
piping, 18-inch piping, 20-mch piping, and
some 25 or 27 miles of subsidiary pipes.
Then the board embarked on a work
that was absolutely necessary, namely, the
increasing of the reserveir on Mount Eliza,.
On that work they appeared to have spent
£1,649, and judgimg by the estimate No.
1 they contemplated spending a further
sum of £9,000. Therefore, he was justi-
fied inassuming thattheir plans for the No.
2 reservoir on Mount Eliza entailed an
expenditure of £10,649. Then the hoard
proceeded to purchase a railway and rail-
way plant. He was unable to see why it
was necessary to do that; but the board
did make the purchase, and spent £5,768.
That made a total of £127,000 out of
£130,000. Hon. members would per-
cerve that no margin was left for providing
additional water-impounding reservoirs
on the Darling Range. He called thig
useless expenditure, not in the sense that
the works were unnecessary, but because
no additional water supply was provided,
by which that expenditure could be made
of use. To that extent the expenditure
was useless. The board purchased land
and buildings to the amount of £4,857.
Although they knew they were limited to

[COUNCIL.]

Jurther report.

£130,000, the initial expenditure of the
board this vear reached the sum of nearly
£3,000 in excess of the amount at their
disposal ; and with all that expenditure
they conld not provide a single
drop more water, which, after all
was the main thing they had to
consider. He was at some loss to
know ou what the sum of £130,000 was
originally intended to be spent. The
Parlinmentary vote appeared to have been
£350,000, of which £220,000 was to he
spent in the purchase of the existing
works. He could not find that any
question was asked at the time the vote
was passed, as to how the £130,000 was
to be applied, or that any information
was vouchsafed on the subject. The
vote simply seemed to have been putin as
& round figure, and, so far as he could
ascertain, there was no report laid hefore
the House showing what expenditure
would be necessary. In fact, he did not
think that even members of the Govern-
ment were themselves aware either of the
condition of the system which was bought,
or of what was necessaxry to make it
efficacions. The report which was fur-
nished to him at the same time indicated
a cousiderably larger sum as absolutely
necessary to put the system in order.
The only thing that could guide one as to
the intentions of the Government at this
time was the statement in paragraph six
of the report. It was there stated
that “It was intended to duplicate the
main from the Viectoria reservoir the whole
distance, but after an exhaustive examina-
tion of the ground it was found quite out
of the question to increase the holding
capacity of the present reservoir.” It
therefore appeared obvious that the in-
tention originally, when the purchase was
made, was to increase either the holding
capacity of the present reservoir, or to
obtain a suitable site for a new one, and
that the water from such a site was to
have been brought into the town. It was
perfectly clear from another reason that
this was the intention. Immediately the
board got into office they invited tenders

. fora complete, new 21-inch main, which,as

they said in the report, would be capable of
bringing 4,000,000 gallons of water per
day nto the city. They were going to
carry that main, as they said in sentence
six, right up to the Victoria reservoir.
The hoard mmst have heen fully aware
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that the Victorta reservoir could anly hold,
when absolutely full, a supply equivalent °
at the very outside to 1,500,000 gullons
per diem.  Therefore, if the board really
proposed to carry out that main as far as
the Victoria reservoir, it was obvious they
mtended to construct a new reservoir. If
they did not intend to do that, a 21-inch
main was absolutely nseless.  As a matter
of fact, the ecxisting 12-inch main, if
it had been strengthened in those
parts of it which lay on the lower flats,
would, he believed, have been—though
he spoke subject to expert correction—
wmple to bring in 1,200,000 gallons of
water per diem. Unléss the board had
contemplated a new dam in that area, the
whole of that money was heing wasted.
A very small expenditure indeed would
have been sufficient to provide extra strong
12-in¢h pipes for that part where
there was pressure, and the pressure tanks
would have been done away with alto-
gether. He wanted now to show the in-
consistencies, or apparent inconsistencies,
which appeared in the report. On the
first page of the reportin the second para-
graph there was a statement that “a new
main has been laid from the lower break-
pressure tank on the Darling Range for
a distance of 15 miles.” That, he believed,
was a fact. In the accounts it would be
found stated the “stock and materials”
included a mile and & half of this 21-inch
main. That was also a fact. There was,
therefore, u total mileage of 161 niles
i 21-inch, 18-inch, and 20-inch piping.
Immediately succeeding that paragraph
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was o statemnent that the board oldeved ‘

11 miles 40 chains of 21-inch steel pipes,

and 5 miles 40 c¢huins of cast-iron
pipes, which gave a total of 17
miles. If hon. members turned to the

accounts at the end of the report, they
would find that the cost of 14% miles of
21-inch main was set out at £70,000 odd,
and lower down would be seen the 1%
miles of 21-inch pipes in stock, to which
he had already alluded. These two
figures put together made 16 miles only.
Tt was obvious there bad been a mistake
made here. The mileage could not Le
all three, but must be one or.the other.
He had asked for a statement showing
the tenders received for piping. Mis
reason was that in one part of the veport
u statement was made that il was hnpos-
sible to get certain pipes. He was
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" informed that tenders were refused to be
accepted by which these pipes could have
been supplied, and he thought it was
extremely desirable that this House should
have a return of all the tenders received,

© in order that members who desired to dis-

cuss the question should be able to judge
whether the pipes could have Ieen
obtained in time. One and o half miles
of 21-inch steel pipes were at any rate in
stock which could not be used, because,
os was pointed out in the report, the
board had subsequently fonnd it impos-
sible to carry out their original intention
of duplicating the main, and the board
Itad been obliged to purchase other pipes
of different sizes. Another reason why
the board should not be allowed to exist
any longer was that all these tenders had
been opened in private, and the informa-
tion as lo what tenders were received and
the price at which people were prepared to
sell pipes had been refused. In the case of
a public department, tenders involving the
expenditure of large sums of money
like this were opened in public; but the
board had adopted a contrary course.
The original iutent.ion had been to dupli-
cate the main from the reservoir the
whole distance ; but, said the report,

“after an exhaustive examination of the
ground, it was found quite out of the
question to increase the holding capacity
of the present reservoir.” It seemed to
him extraordinary that u public hoard
should start out on an expenditure such
us they proposed to make, without
previously ascertaining whether or not it
was possible to build a reservoir capable

* of holding the water which they proposed

" a day.

" was not now possible.

to bring in, namely, four million gallons
The report furnished to him
stated that a new reservoir could easily
be built capable of helding 666 million
gallons, which would pmectically yive
very much the same amount of water per
diem as the board proposed to supply.
He had no reason to believe that that
It was evident
that, when the board commenced opera-
tions, they helieved it was possible that
such a reservoir could be constructed ;
and it would be interesting to know the
date when they first hecame aware that
such a reservoir could not be constructed ;
because the House might be able
to  judge from that, to a certain
extent, of their capacity as managers.
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Another extraordinary thing appeared to °

have heen that this extra one and a half
miles of steel piping had been ordered,
bui that the first tenders called for were
for eight miles of piping only. One
would assume that the additional eight
niles of piping were ordered at the time

when it must have been perfectly possible

for the board to have known that the
reservoir they proposed to build could
not be bwlt. In paragraph seven of

thelr report the board stated that the

amount of water that the city would
require this summer was at least one and

& half million gallons a day, if not more ;

and they pointed out that this supply
could not be obtained from the Victoria
reservoir.
capacity, the rainfall in the present year
was imsuflicient even to fill the tank; and
the result was that at the end of the winter
there were only 196 million gallons in the
reservolr, whereas they ought to have
had, according to his figures, 240 million
gallons. They were, therefore, 44 million
gallons short.

reservoir. .

Hox. C. E. Dempsrer: That was, if
no rain fell.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON: Exactly.
This House should have some information
placed before it as to the cost of securing
the area occupied by the Canning saw-
mills, so that this supply might be thrown
open. The expenditure advocated by the
hoard was altogether beyond the means
of the country at present. The board
had also entirely overlocked the expendi-
ture necessary for an increased storage
reservoir on Mount Eliza. The existing
reservoir had a capacity of 750,000 gal-
long, and the proposed new reservoir
would have a capacity of one and a half
milion gallons, making a total of
2,250,000 gallons. The board were pro-
posing to pump 4,000,000 gallons a day
nte Perth, without having made any pro-
vision for increasing the capacity of the
storage reservoir. It was an axiom that
the storage reservoir should contain
a ‘owo-cla.ys supply, so that it was per-
fectly clear that, 1f the board obtained
the grant of £200,000 for which they
asked, we should be immediately called
upon to find a further sum in order
to make the storage reservoir double
its present capacity. In order to fucili-

That was why there was |
oul) five months’ supply in the Victoria

Even if the reservoir had that |

Surther report.

tate as far as possible the grant
of this vote of £200,000, the board had
belittled the value of supplies to be
obtained from artesian boring, They
stated in their report that the water in
the hore in Wellington Street was any-
thing but satisfactory for domestic
purposes. He did not know what the
quality of the water there was, but hedid
know that the water in the bore m the
station vard had been found to be con-
taminated, and he had ascertained by
inquiry that this bore was placed in con-
nection with the surface reservoir on
Mount Eliza. in such a manner that,
when the ‘reservoir on Mount Eliza was
full, it fiooded back into the hore.

Hon. G. RawprErr: How was that
possible ?

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: He had
been so informed, and the report
was strengthened by the fuct that the
water from the Mount Eliza reservoir
contained 0-005 of free ammonia, and
the water in the bore and in the city
mains contained 0-004 of free ammonia,
so that it almost exactly corresponded,
so far as free ammonia was concerned,
with the water in the reservoir at Mount
Eliza. It was impossible to suppose that
water coming from a bore many hundred
feet under the surface would be coun-
tanunated in that way, nnless it were that
something of the kind he had suggested
had happened. If was impossible to sup-
pose that typhoid bacilli could breed
many hundred feet underground aund
through rock. The ¢uestion the House
had to consider was not how the supply
was 1o be increased next summer, bhut
how they proposed to deal with the ulmost
immediate deficiency of water during the
existing summer. He thought that, as
within the last few days a bore had been
put down 950 feet at Ginildford which
hud struck a4 supply of 450,000 gallons «
day, a similiar supply could he obtained
in the neighbourhood of the four million

“gallon main, if a bore were put down

there. He suggested, therefore, that
& bore or bhores should be put down
somewhere in the neighbourhood of
the spot.from which all the supplies
were obtained from the Canning Range,
and that the Victorin reservoir tank
should be augmented from that. It was
impossible to suppose that a supply ob-
tained from a source 950 feet down could
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be contamninated. By boring there a
similar supply of half a million gallous a
day could be obtained for about £1,000.
These bores, including their casing, cost
about £1 a foot down to 1,000 feet. The
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Public Works Department would, he had -

no doubt, confirm his statement, as also
his assumption with reference to the
supply of water if the bore were put
down at the point named. His ob-
ject in bringing these wmutters befure
the House wus to prevent the Govern-
ment from hurriedly agreeing to the
application of the Waterworks Board
for the grant of £200,000. So far us he
could judge from papers placed before the
House, the beard’s scheme was thoroughly
undigested.  "While advocating all this
expendifure the board, in their report,
stated that the holding cupabilities of the
proposed new reservoir site were * ver-
tainly an unknown quantity at present,”
and yet they were proposing to embark
on this large expenditure. They went on
to say that “ our experience of the Vie-
toria reservoir site and other dam sites
in similar class of country would lead us
to expect the same satisfactory results.”
He asked the House, why could we not
utilise the existing reservoir and take in
the Canning Mills ares, and not go to the
enorinous expense of a new main when
we could connect that area with the

general system ¥ The board further stated, |

in the 15th paragraph, page 6 of the report,
that the maximum discharge of the 21-
inch main for the whole distance, from
the new reservoir to Mount Eliza, would
be four and a half million gallons per
day. He thought this was incorrect. He
concluded by moving the motion.
Question put and passed.

MOTION — METROPOLITAN WATER-
WORKS BOARD (Accounts WaNTED).
Hor. A. P. MATHESON said he now

came to the second motion dealing with

the Metropolitan Waterworks Board.

His chief objection to the accounts was

o — -

that they had not been audited, and he

noticed discrepancies in them. As the
Act provided that these accounts should be
audited, he thought it would be only right

and proper that the House should insist :

upon audited accounts being returned.
The other topics to which he had alluded

in the motion had been raised in conse-

quence of certain statements having been
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made to him, which it was desirable in
the public interest should be either con-
firmed or contradicted. He did not want
to yo into the points at auny length, and
he would simply move -

That the accounts of the Metropolitan
Waterworks Board up to the 30th September,
1897, aundited by the Auditor General in
accordnnce with Clause 18 of the Waterworks
Act, be furnished to the House in place of the
unaunditedaccounts which have been furnished :
and that the auditor be requested to examine
into and report specifically on the following
points :—:. Have the board kept full and
accurate minutes in accordance with Clanse 2
of the Act? 2. Has every payment made by
the board been anthorised st a dnly con-
stituted meeting of the board, and properly
entered on the minutes: and, if not, to supply
a list of such payments?® 3. Have any pay-
ments been wmade by the officials of the com-
pany prior to their being approved by the
board, and. if 50, to whom and when were these
payments made? 4. Have all pipes, fittings,
timber, and railway plant been purchased hy
public tender, and if not, what pipes, fittings,
timber, and railway plant have been purchased
privately, and from whom? 5. Has the
Governor’s npproval been obtained to any or
all of the extra expenditure of the board in
accordance with Clause 14 of the Act, and
whether before or after expenditure, and if so,
how was it signified, and on what dates?

Question put and passed.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMEXD-
MENT BILL.

RESCINDING OF CLAUSE.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wittenoom), in accordance with
notice, moved-—

That the resclution of the Council, ngreeing
to the insertion of the following clause in the
Mines Regulation Act Awendment Bill, be
rescinded :—* Within thirty days after the
first day of July following the passing of this
Act, and thenceforth within thirty days after
the first day of every January and July, every
mining manager shall, in relation to every
mine nander his charge, furnish to the Minister
a complete survey plan on the scale aforesaid,
showiny all the working of the mine from the
date of the last survey to the days above
mentioned respectively ; and such survey plan
of every mine situate within twenty-five miles
of a townsite shall be made by n surveyor and
signed by him.”

The Council would remember that, when
this Bill was reported, a further clause was
put in at the report stage. He had been
informed by the President that the Coun-
¢il had not been in order in doing so, and
he therefore desired to place the Bill
back to the stage at which it arrived



952 Mines Hegulation Bill:

in accordance with the forins of the
House.
Question put and pussed, und the

clause rescinded.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS BILL.
Read a third time and pessed.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
On the motion of Hox. R. S. Havwes,
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Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Legislative Assembly.

PUBLIC NOTARIES BILL.
Bill read a third time and passed.

MINES REGULATLON ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

RECOMMITTAL.,

The Order of the Day for the third
reading having been read,

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) moved :—

That the order be discharged, and the Bill
be recommitted, with an instruction that the
following clause be inserted :—* Within thirty
days after the first dsy of July following the
pessing of this Act, and thenceforth within
thirty daysafter the first day of every January
and July, every mining manager shall, in
relation t0 every mine under his charge, fur-
nish to the Minister n complete survey plan on
the scale aforesaid, showing all the working of
the mine from the date of the last survey to
the days above mentioned respectively ; and
such aurvey plan of every mine situate within
twenty-five miles of a townsite shall be made
by a surveyor and signed by him.”

POINT OF ORDER—PRESIDENT'S RULING.

Hox. A. H HENNING rose to a
point of order, which he bhased on the
words, “ with an instruction that the fol-
lowing clause be inserted.”  According to
May, page 455, no “ instruction ™ could he
moved to acommittee of the whole House,
“in any form other than the permissive
formn, namely, *that they have power’ to
consider the matter dealt with by the in-
gtruction.” That was one point. A second
point he took was that ““an instruction ”
conld not be given to a committee in re-
ference to a power the committee already
possessed. That was also stated on page
454 of May, and moreover was embodied
in Standing Order 359 of the Council,
which vead: “No instructions may be
moved ordering a commnittee to make a
provision in a Bill, nor to empower a

Point of Order.

committee to make such provision,if they
already have that power.” The clause,
which the Minister of Mines desired to
instruct the committee to insert in the
Bill, had already been before the com.
mittee, who, exercising their discretion,
struck 1t out of the Bill. The Council
could not give the comuitiee an instrue-
tion to do that which the committee
already hud power to do.  Anything more
emphatic or imperative than the words of
the wotion could not be imagined ; and, if
he were right, the Standing Order was
against any such motion.

Tue PRESIDENT: I have already
looked into this matter. The clause in
question was struck out in conunittee,
and it was not competent for that
commnittee to again deal with that
clause. It is distinctly laid down
in May thot the sune committee can-
not. again deal with a clanse that has
already been dealt with. At the report
stage of the Bill, the Minister in charge
moved that the clause be inserted. That
was according to the old procedure as
laid down in May; but our Standing
Order, us I said yesterday, clashed with
that procedure. Standing Order No. 253
reads : “ No c¢lause, schedule, or amend-
ment in substance shall be offered to,
be added to, or made, in any Bill n
possession of the Council, except in com-
mittee of the whole Council” ‘The only
way m which that clause can be dealt
with is by going back into committee.
It 13 laid down by DBrawmwell: “An
amendment or new clause cannot be
brought up, if substantially the same as
one already negatived by the comnmittee,”
and therefore dealt with. The same
authority says:—

Every question upon the voices of the com-
miftee bindeth, and cannot be altered by them- .
selves, [Bramuwell, 114.7 But the House may
give an instruction to the committee that they
have power to consider any part of a Bill
which they have amended; and iun that case
the amendinent will be open to revision.
Then May, dealing with the principle that
“an entire Bill may be regarded as one
question which is not decided until it has
passed,” says:—

Upon this principle it is laid down by
Hatsell, and is constantly exemplified, “ that
in every stage of a Bill, every part of the Bill
ig open to amendment, either for insertion or
amission, whether the same amendment has
been, in a former stuge, accepted or rejected.”
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The sawe clauses or amendments may be de-
cided in ome manner by the commibtes, in 2
second by the Mouse on the report, and,
formerly, might have been dealt with again on
the third reading; and yet the inconsistency
of the several decisions will not he manifest
when the Bill has passed.

[¢ Decexser, 1897.]

Ture Mirtsrer of Mives called the |
 the motion was m order.

attention of the President to the fact
that the clause which was inserted in the
Bill at the report stagre was different in
form from the clanse which was excised
n connnittee,

Hox. A. H. Heswsiva: But the
substance was the same.
Tue MinisTEr oF Mines: Perhaps

the fact he had stated as to the aulter-
ation in the form of the cliuse would
assist the President in his decision:

Tue PRESIDENT: The substance
of the clause is sald to be the sume. In
matters like this, it is for the House to
decide what course they will take; but, in
my opinion, the proper way to deal with
this clause is to send it back to committee,
with an instruction that it be inserted in
the Bill. Ttisof course for the committee
to decide whether they will accept the
instruction. The committee may strike
out the clause or acvept it. although the
hon. member, Mr. Henning, said just
now that the wording of the wmotion made
it compulsory on the commitiee to accept
the clause.

Hox. A. H. Hesxine: So it would,
according to the wording.

Tae PRESIDENT: No,; the House
cannot bind the commitiee, nor can the
committee bind the House. The com-
mittee may say, “ We will not accept the
iustruction sent down to us’’ Thatis the
way in which I look at the position.

Hon. A. H. HENNING asked to be
allowed to explain the second point of
order which he had mised. It was on
a question of form he was making the ob-
jection,

Tur PRESIDENT: It is perfectly
optional for any hon. member to move
that the clause be sent down to the com-
mittee as an ordinary amendment, with-
out any instructions.

Hox. A. H HENNING asked to be
allowed to add to his explanation.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT rose to a poini
of order. 'This was the third speech Mr.
Henning had made, and according to the
Standing Orders an hon. member could
unly speak once on a point of order.
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Hox. A. H. HENNING said his only
desire was to make an explanation.

Trhe PRESIDENT : The hon. member
cannot make a fresh speech.

Hox. A. H. HENNING said he only
wished to explain his second point, and
asked the President’s ruling as to whether

Tue PRESIDENT: I have ulready
given my ruling.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT said it seemed
to him, s¢ fur as he understood the
Standing Orders, that Mr. Henning had
made out his case. The instruction given
in the motion was in such a form that
the committee must insert the clause in
the shape sent down to it hy the House,
without any addition, amendment, or
alteration of any kind. That was not
contemplated, so far as he (Mr. Hackett)
knew, by the rules in regoard to instrue-
tions to committees. It would be diffi-
cult to discover a case where an express
instruction had been given to a commttee,
without power to vary it. The words
“with an instruction that the following
clause be inserted” should be taken
out. .

Tue PrEsipenT: An amendment to
that effect could be moved.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The
motion for the re-committs) of the Bill
was moved to-day, simply for the purpose
of puiting the proceedings in order.
Through some oversight, this clause was
brought forward and inserted in the Bill
at a time when such a proceeding was
irregular.  Under the circumstances, it
seemed right and proper that the Bill
should be recommitted, und he hoped
that hon. members would accept the
motion for recommittal, even though
the motion should be altered in actual
form.

Hon. G. RANDELL seconded the
motion, and suggested that the words
“with an instruction that the following
clause be inserted " should be struck out,
A8 UNRECESSALY.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT suggested
that perhaps the Minister of Mines would
consent to the withdrawal of the words
referred to by Mr. Randell.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES said he
had no objection to withdraw the words
objected to.

Motion—that the Bill be recommitted—
pul and passed.
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IN COMMITTEE.
Hox. A. H. HENNING: According

to the Notice Paper, he was led to assume | industry.

[COUNCIL ]

|

in committee.

every possible direction where a vested
right existed except in the mining
Mining people were bound

that the Bill was to be reconunitted for , not only to give these returns for statis-

the purpose of inserting a particular new
cluuse, and, consequently, he had not. |
given notice of amendments which he
desired to move, He now moved that
progress be reported and leave asked to
sit again, to enable him to wue notice of
his amendments.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES said
he hardly thought that progress should
be veported at that stage. If the hon.
member submitted his amendiments now,
there was no doubt the committee wonld
give them full consideration. Every hon.
member had made up his mind on the
principle of the Bill.

Tee PRESIDENT : The hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Henning) would have a further
opportunity of moving amendments, on
the motion for the third reading of the
Bill. That would be the more constitu-
tional way of dealing with the matter.

Hon. A. H. HENNING asked leave
to withdraw his motion to report pro-
gress. .

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Clauge 2—Interpretation :

Hon. A. H. HENNING moved that
in Clause 2, the paragraph defining " sur-
veyor” be struck out. The retention of
this definition in the Bill would entail
great hardship, and he altogether contrary
to a principle already recognised by the
committee in this and other Bills. There
was no objection to the Mines Depart-
ment having every facility for collecting
statistics regarding operations on mines;
but that information should be collected,
not at the expense of individuals, but at
the expense of the whole community.
The principle that vested interests should
always be protected had been, as had
been said, recogmised by the committee,
and the Minister of Mines on the previous
day had told them that he had no sym-
pathy with retrospective legislation. In
the Imported Labour Registry Bill, an
amendment moved by Mr. Haynes was
carried exempting coloured labourers, who
were now south of the 27th parallel of
latitude, from the operations of the mea-
sure. The same principle had heen re-
cognised in regard to the coloured labour
now employed on the pearl fisheries
and on the Abreolhos Islands, and in

tical purposes, but to do it at their own
expense every six months. under a cash
penalty. Under the Bill recently passed
for vollecting agricultural and industrial
statistics, collectors were appointed, but
the miner was differently treated, and had
thrust down his throat this licensed sur-
veyor to enable him to comply with the
Bill. Tt must not be forgotten that it
was the mine-owner who was liable if
that privileged individual, the surveyor,
made any error. It was difficult to see
why the vested interests of the mine-
owner and the prospector, who was also a
mine-owner, were not respectéd like those
of people in other walks of life. A man
who went prospecting and made a hole or
holes in the ground would, aceording to the
definition of mine-owner, be compelled to
employ a surveyor and supply a biennial
report in respect of each of s workings.
A mine, aceording tothe Underground Sur-
veyors Bill, included every possible bit of
i hole. Then, again, innumerable sur-
veyors who were not, licensed, but who
had years of experience elsewhere and had
come under contraet to this country, might
be the means of placing their employers
in a difficulty. These unlicensed surveyors
might refuse to qualify and clain, and
urge that they were engaged for a term of
years under a contract made before the
Bill came into operation. The employers
of these surveyors would then be liable
for thumping damages for breach of con-
tract.  In the original discussion in
committee on this point, the princi iple was
aftirmed that the mine-owners should be
at liberty to employ whom they liked to
prepare these plans; and, so long as they
furnished complete plans, these should
satisfy the provisions and intention of the
law. He submitted that no mistake had
een made, because the Council had al-
ready aflirmed by the amendment pre-
viously adopted that the same protection
should be accorded to the mine owner
which was accorded to every other in-
dividual in the colony. If this sub-
section were carried, it would burden the
mine owner and harass the industry.
How. H. G- PARSONS supported the
proposal before the committee. He was
perfectly in accord with the last speaker.



Mines Regyulation Bill:

(9 Deceuser, 1897.]

The feeling on the goldfields was strong

on this pomt. "There was uo doubt that
statistics ought to be supplied, and there
was no reluctance on the part of the mine-
owner to supply them, but it would
cripple and harass the industry at present
to supply them ou the seale and at the
expense contemplated.  Later om, per-
haps, it would be possible to do this, but
at present if statistics were wanted they
should le obtained from the mine
managers, and we should not force the
owners to employ certified surveyors,
who were few in number. and whose
charges were high. The big mines
controlled from London had their sur-
veyors on the mines, who were well
paid, and they conld easily supply the
plans asked for: but it would fall very
hardly on the Adelaide mines, and, what
was more, the provision would he sys-
tematically and effectually evaded. The
Bill would be a dead letter, as so many
others had heen. because it was really
impossible for the iudividually-owned
mines and the smaller companies te com-
ply with the requirements of the Bill
The Bill was right encugh iu principle,
but he would strongly support the motion
to strike out the sub-section,

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: If the
sub-section were struck ont, it would
strikke out the whole principle of the Bill.
He thought that was olwiens to every-
body. He congratulated Messrs. Henning
and Parsons on their excellent speeches.
Having done their duty to their consti-
tuents, uow perhaps they would look at
the matter in a broader light, with a view
to the interest of the whole of the colony.
He had made inquiries. and he believed
that, however capable a mine manager

—m—

might be to manage 1 mine and to -

do the sinking and driving, it did not
follow that he was capable of doing the
surveying too. The only way to obtain
accurate plans was to have them done
by qualified surveyors. He had been
informed by several mine owners that
the furnishing of these plans by licensed
surveyors would not harass them, and,
moreover, that the record branch would
be a most excellent mstitution. The
only objection to the proposal to obtain
these returns was thai there might he
some little expense in connection with
them. That could not be helped—there
must be some expense in connection with
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evervthing. T'o meet the wishes of the
goldfields members, that part of the Bill
calling for certified plans had heen limited
to a radius of 25 miles of a townsite,
beyond which radius the mine managers
would be allowed to furnish their own
surveys. If that portion of the Bill were
thrown o¢ut which provided that the
plans would have to be furnished by a
recognised survevor, it would be no good
at all.

Hov. A. P. MATHESON said the
Minister seemed unable to make a speech
dealing with a goldfields question without
imputing motives to the goldfields mem-
bers. He seemed to have an animus
whenever anything relating to the gold-
fields was brought up. The Mirister had
implied that Messrs. Henning and Par-
sons had risen merely to waste the
time of the House and to bamhoozle their
constituents.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES asked
if the hon. member was in order in accus-
ing him of imputing wmotives.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON said that the
Minister had guoted the opinion of some
of his friends, whom he had not named,
in favour of these returns being made by
a surveyor. He (Mr. Matheson) would,
on the other hand, quote the opinion of
Mr. Callahan, a mining manager who had
been imported to take charge of cne of
the largest mines en the fields, and his
opinion was exactly contrary to the
opinions quoted by the Minister. Mr.
Callahan characterised * the latest fad of
the Mines Department” as “ sheer non-
sense” and ‘‘ grandmotherly legislation,”
which would make the department a
laughing-stock in the colonies, and only
add to the burdens of the struggling
mines.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON asked what would
be the cost of one of these surveys to a
small mine ?

How. A. P. MATHESON said that an
ordinary licensed surveyor charged 10
guineas for a morning’s work to make a
small plan. It wasimpossibie to say what
an underground surveyor would charge,

Howx. R. 8. HAYNES said that that
would be a subject for regulation. He
had heard it stated that mining surveyors
had been known to charge 150 guineas for
making a survey. If so, they had only
followed the exauiple of the lawyers who, 1t
had been asserted, sometimes made a
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charge of 200 guineas for going into court,
and had a cut into the property as well.

Hon. A. H. HENNING said he re-
garded the remark as a persomal one
directed against himself, as he was the
only lawyer in the Council besides Mr.
Haynes.

Tae Cxareman said he did not under-
stand Mr. Hayues to be referring to
anyone in the Chamber, but that his
remarks were intended to be of a general
character.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES said he had not
the slightest inteution of referring to
Mr. Henning. He had merely repeated
what he had heard, that lawyers on the
fields sometimes made very  heavy
charges, and, in his opinion, the lawyers
were to some extent responsible for the
high charges made by surveyors. The
House had on three separate ocuasions
expressed itself in favour of making the
mine owners furnish certified plans. He
had opposed it till the Minister offered
a certain compromise, which had been
accepted, whereupon he (Mr. Haynes)
had accepted the decision of the majority.
He had acted consistently throughout.
He now thought the Council would be
wanting in dignity if it departed from the
decision arrived at on so many occasions.
Mr. Henning had said he would force
down the throats of the agriculturists the
obnoxious clause compelling them to ride
a great distance to get forms for statis-
tical purposes with which the inspectors
might have failed to supply them, because
the mine-owners were to be compelled by
this Bill to provide plans made by a cer-
tified surveyor. Mr. Henning had also
asked the House to reject that provision
on the ground that if a man put down 50
holes on his land he would have o furnish
50 surveys. No one but a maniac would
make 50 holes on his land, but if he did it
wag an argument in favour of the measure,
as a record should be kept of them.
The hon. member would have acted with
more manliness if he had moved that the
Chairman leave the chair, and thus get
rid of the Bill in a st.n,whtforw.wd man-
ner, instead of trying to reverse the
decision of the House hy a side-wind.
The argument urged by Mr. Parsons
against the clause was that it would be
hard on the smaller mine-owners on
acconnt of the heavy fees which would be
charged owing to the paucity of survevors,

[COUNCIL]
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but when this Bill had been passed sur-
veyors would be numerous.

At 630 pan. the Cuarrman left the
Chair.

At 7-:30 pan. the CHalryaaN resumed
the Chair.

Hox. R. 5. HAYNES (continning) :
Notwithstanding what Mr. Matheson had
said about Mr. Callaban, he (Mr. Haynes)
could not alter his views. Mr. Callahan
might be a very excellent man in his
position, but he could not be allowed to
legislate for this country. He Imew
nothing of Mr. Callahan, and wished to
say nothing against him, but notwith-
standing one thousand Callahans, there
was 10 reason why the expressed deter-
mination of the committee should bhe
altered.

How. A, P. MATHESON : To-day Mr.
Haynes was strongly opposed to the
amendment, and apparently considered
surveyors most estinable people, and a
boon to the community ; but a week ago,
in the course of a debate, Mr. Haynes said
he looked on surveyors as “ pests.”

How. R. 8. Havnes said be thought
not.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : If it were
not irvegular to refer to Honsurd it would
be found that Mr. Haynes did say that
surveyors were u pest, who would charge
fees ranging from 50 to 200 guineas.

Hon. R. 8. Haynes asked whether
Mr. Matheson was in order in reading
extracts from Hansord. There was not
the slightest objection to the whole of
his (Mr. Haynes's) speech referred to
being read, because what he then said
he still adhered to; but he submitbed that
Mr. Matheson had no right to read ex-
tracts from the report of a speech in
Huusard, dealing with a ditferent matter.

How. A. P. MATHESON: It was
irve Mr. Haynes was then speaking on
another clause of the Bill.

Tue PresipEnT: The hon. member
(Mr. Matheson} must confine his re-
warks to the clause before the com-
mittee.

Hox. A.P.MATHESON : Mr. Haynes
had  spoken in disparagement of Mr.
Calluhan, who was u gentleman who
had been imported into the colony to
manage quite the biggest mine here. He
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was u man whose experience was world-
wide, and who was conversant with all
the mine regulations of every country
where mining was carried on. When
Mr. Callahan expressed a very strong
apinion on any subject connected with
mining, he was entitled to very great
consideration. He (Mr. Matheson) did
not know what claim Mr. Haynes had
to equal consideration on this topic.

How. R 8. Hayv~es: Being a member
of this House.

Hox. A.P. MATHESON : Mr. Haynes
had certainly not had the experience that
Mr. Henning, Mr. Parsons, Mr. Taylor,
or himself (Mr. Matheson) had had.

Hown. BR. S. Haywes said he was practis-
g as a solicitor on poldfields when Br.
Matheson was at school.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : Mr. Haynes
was then on the goldfields to conduct the
legal business of the community, and to
profit by their litigious spirit. It was to
Mr. Haynes a mutter of no importance
whether the regulations controlling
mining were satisfactory or not; hut to
him (Mr. Matheson) and others it was of
supreme importance that the industry
they were chiefly interested in should bot
be hampered. He hoped hon. members
of the House would not be guided by
reflections that had fallen from Mr.
Haynes on the experience of these whose
opinion was really of weight.

Hox. J. H. TAYLOR said he was
utterly opposed to the Bill, and would
support any reasonable amnendment that
would lead to the defeat of the measure.
The whole feeling of the goldfields was
entirely oppcsed to the Bill, as unreason-
a.})lle, oppressive and absolutely impractic-
able.

How. R. 8. HAYNES asked whether
Mr. Taylor was in order in speaking on
the general principle of the Bill.

Tue PRESIDENT : The only question
under consideration was that of the sub-
clause defining * surveyor.”

Hon. J. H TAYLOR: The definition
of a mine, so far as he understood it, was
a gold mine lease operated on. Gold
mines might be divided into two classes:
those which were really gold mines, like
the Boulder, Lake View, or the Ivanhoe;
and others which were simply prospects.
But under the Act all these were gold
mines. Such gold mines as Lake View
and others he had mentioned had

{9 Decesner, 1897.]
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surveyors of their own, to prepare plans
for the benefit of the shareholders
and directors; but according to this
Bill those companies would be debarred
from using thewr own staff, and would be
obliged to employ an outside licensed sur-
vevor to prepare the plans required by
the Government. There were thousands
of mines owned by poor prospectors, or
by business men who had to send supplies
to the men who worked. In mauy cases
it was onlv with great difficulty that
these mines were held on to, and fre-
quently exemptions had to bhe asked for;
but according to this Bill the owner or
manager of each of these mines would

© have to employ a licensed surveyor twice

i & vear to muke expensive plans: The fact

that mines more than 25 miles from a
townsite were exempted from the pro-
visions of the Bill was of no consequence.
He did not know of any mine which was
not. within 25 miles of some proclaimed
townsite.

Tue Mivisrer or Minves: That showed
how well the Governnent leoked after the
minmg industry,

Hox. J.H. TAYLOR. : That was quite
right from a certsin point of view; but the
provision that no mine manager beyond 25
miles of a townsite would have to employ
a survevor, though granted as a con-
cession, was really no concession. Many
townsites were practically deserted, and
no licensed survevors would he found
living there.

Hown. A. B. Kipsow : The Minister of
Mines had said that there was o licensed
gurveyor in every townsite.

Tre MiNisTER 0F MINEs said he had
not said that. What he said was that
there would soon be licensed surveyors in
every townsite.

Hos.J. H. . TAYLOR: There were
townsites in which there was nobody at
all, and licensed surveyors would have to
be paid according to the distance they
travelled.

How. A B. Kipsor: How much did
Mr. Tavlor think survevors would have
to be paid 7

How. J. H. TAYLOR : In the case of
the Lady Bountiful the charge was 60
guineas, although the mine was in a

. practically civilised place, within three

miles of a townsite.
Tue MiNister oF Mines: The fees
would be fixed by regulation,
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Horx. J. H. TAYLOR: supposing a
mine-owner or mine manager could not
get a licensed surveyor 7

Tae MinisTer oF MINES:
would not have to employ one.

How. J. H. TAYLOR: But, according
to the Bill, every ming-owner or mine
manager was compelled to employ a
licensed surveyor. He had supported the
Licensed Surveyors Bill and he believed
in it still, but it was not right to compel
people to emp]oy licensed surveyors.

Hon. W. ALEXANDER: The whole
debate seenied to turn on the question of
the fees, and it would assist matters if the
Minister of Mines could state whether the
fees were to be fixed by regulation.

Trre MINISTER OF MINES said
the Underground Surveyors Bill gave the
Governor power to make regulations, and
he had requested the Attorney General to
see thatin the 1egula,t.10ns made under that
Bill the surveyors’ fees were fixed. Those
fees would be recommended by the hoard of
examiners, who thoroughly understood the
subject.

How. A.B. Kipsox : Could the Minister
of Mines give any idea what the fees
would be?

The MINISTER OF MINES said he
was not a professional surveyor. and could
not say what would be fair as fees.
Professional matters of this kind were
better arranged by those who understood
the subject.

Hox. J. H. Tavior: Whatever was
fair fo the surveyors would be oppressive
on the mine-owners.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES con-
gratulated Mr. Taylor on the liberal view
he always took of inatters hefore the
House, and could assure him that any-
thing the Government could do to meet
his views they would be happy to do.
There was only one other point to which
he wished to refer, and it was one which he
had brought so repeatedly hefore the
House, that he was almost tired of urging
it. Unless the returns were guaranteed by
somequalified professional person, who was
under a liability for mistakes, the returns
would be worthless. The Government
wished to establish a record branch which
would be absolutely accurate. It had been
stated to him unreservedly that, however |
competent mine managers might be in
sinking, driving, and other similar work,
they were not always competent in

Then he
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regard to surveys. The whole question
was whether those returns had, or had not,
to be absolutely accurate and reliable.
Mr. Matheson had said that the report of
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board
wag not to be relied on becaunse the mem-
bers of the hoard were not professional
men.

Hor. A, P. Marveson sald the Minis-
ter had misunderstood him.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES:
Whether that were true or not, it was
exactly the argument he bhad wrged
against the plans being supplied by
mining managers instead of by licensed
surveyors. The hon. member had charged
him with having an animus whenever
anything relating to the goldfields was
concerned. He left hon. mnembers to say
whether there was the slightest truth in
that. Several hon. members had objected
to the returns being made by a licensed
surveyor on the ground of expense. If
there was a way of overcoming this ob-
jection, he would gladly meet hon. mem-
bers. He had endeavoured to meet hon.
members in every way he conld. If the
committee would allow him to obtain
these reliable returns, he was quite pre-
pared to meet hon. members in every way
they could suggest.

How. J. H. TAYLOR said the expense
as regards the big mines would not per-
haps be a very great hardship, but how
about the thousand smaller mines? They
could not afford to pay this extra expense.
‘Were the Government prepared to pay the
expense that wonld have to be incurred in
the furnishing of these certified plans, by
the holders of the thousand prospecting
leases, or were the Government prepared
to absolve them from the provisions of
the Bill?

Hown. A. H  HENNING: The Minis-
ter of Mines had said that Mr. Parsons
and himself, having done their duty
by speaking for their constitnents, should
now do their duty to the country by sup-
porting the Bill. It was for that very
reason he had entered his protest aga,inst
this measure, hecause he bhelieved 1t wus
his duty to the country to do so. If the
mining industry was to be harassed in
the way proposed, the committee, instead
of relaxing the conditions of mining opera-
tions and encouraging and fostering the
industry, would be hampering and dis-
couraging it. Why were the labour con-
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ditions relaxed a little time ago?
was the Premier interviewed in London
by those who were interested in mining,
not for the purpose of imposing further

[9 DecemBER, 1897.]

Why -

hardships, but of relaxing those which

already existed? Why also did the
Premier promise that on his return he
would see that some measure was intre-
dnced in order to relax those conditions ?
Aund for what reason was the Royal Com-
mission appointed, if not to see whether
the mining laws that existed a little
while ago, and which it was now pro-
posed to alter, needed awendment? In
the face of that Commission which
had not yet reported, and would not
report. during this session, why was
it necessary to bring in a Bill to further
discourage the mining industry hefore we
had the advice which would be given
by the Commission before us? If the
labour conditions before were onerous,
very careful consideration should be given
by the House before we further increased
the expense, and added to the restric-
tions of the mine owners. He had no
objection whatever to the mine-owners
being compelled to furnish a copy of
their plans to the Mines Department, but
he objected that plans shonld have to he
made by «a licensed surveyor, and that
the mine-owner should be compelled to
furnish them at his own expense. "Why
a mine-owner should be singled out to
furnish returns at a terrible cost. simply
for statistical purposes, more than other
people he did not know. Some of the
mines had workings extending for from
three to five miles, and the expense that
woukl be entailed by supplying plans
twice a yvear of all these workings would
he very heavy. The alleged compromise
which the Minister had offered. and

which the Council had accepted. that

outside a radius of 25 miles from a town-
site mine managers might snpply their
own plans, was waste paper, hecanse there
were no mines outside that radius. Mr.

Haynes had said that his conduct had °

been consistent throughout, but the
hon. member lad been entirely incon-
sistent. The hon. member had also said
that onlv a maniac would put down Afiy
holes on his property, and that it he did
so he should be compelled to supply ffty
plans. His (Mr. Henning’s) answer to

that was that if a maniac did anything -

and a person required a record of that, he
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must be a maniac too. Mr. Haynes had
further said that he (Mr. Henning) bad
not the wanliness to move that the Chair-
man leave the chair, in order to get rid of
the Bill. The goldfields members did not
object to the Bill as a whole, but only to
that portion of it which provided that the
mine owners should employ licensed
surveyors to make the plans. The Bill
as it at present stood, when read with the
principal Act, was absolutely in accord
with what they considered right and pro-
per. He strongly urged members to
support the amendment.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON said that if he
thought the hon. members who had
heen supporting Mr. Henning's amend-
ment were in earnest over it—[Mr. A. P.
Marweson: That was not fair.]—he
would be inclined to meet them to a
certain extent, but they were endeavouring
to lay & red herring across the track. If
this amendment were passed, the Bill
would be killed, and the hon. members
knew that. Their arguments did net
apply to the point at issne, which was
whether this definition should remain in
the Bill or not.  All their arguments had
been in the direction of the great expense
that would be inflicted on the persons
affected by the Bill. The two things did
not go together. If we struck out the
sih-section with the definition of the
word ¢ surveyor.” it would he tantamount
to moving the reading of the Bill this day
six months. TIf hon. mewbers desired
to amend the Bill so that it would impose
a less hardship on those who were to be
affected by it, they would find no stronger
supporter than humself, but he objected
to the time of the House being taken up
on a false issue. The Minister should
endeavour to obtuin the information as to
what these surveys were going to cost, 50
that the House would be able to judge
whether or no this would be a hardship.
If this was io be a hardship, he would
not he in favour of it.

Tae MixisTer oF Mines said that the
Assembly would judge.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: It was for the
Council 1o judge. He was surprised to
hear the Minister say that.

Hox. A. P. MaTHESON
not.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON failed to see why
the Assembly should receive more infor-
mation than the Council.

said he was
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Tue MINISTER OF MINES said that
his reason for saying that the Assembly
would judge was that it would necessitate
the framing of a regulation, and it would
be impossible to do so for some consider-
able time.

How. A. B. KIDSON said he quite
understood what the Minister meant, but
the hon. gentleman could not expect the
Council to work in the dark.

Teae MiNIsTER oF Mines said it was
a matter of regulation.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: That was a
very easy way to get out of it. He
wanted to know what the cost of survey-
ing would he.

TrE MinisTer oF MINEs said he could
not tell.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: It ought not
to be a very diffieult matter to give the
House a rough idea of what the expense
would be.

Tae Minrster or Mines: It would
have to he settled by professional men.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: If another
place could be supplied with information,
he did not see why the Council should
not. Instead of a survey being made
twice a year he thought it should be made
Once a Vear.

Hox. A. P. Martngeson said that the
committee had not come to that point
yet.

How. A. B. KIDSON : The hon. mem-
ber never would come to it at the present
rate. If he were in earnest, he would
not be moving in this but in another
direction altogether. The present Bill
wag a good one, but in obtaining
these plans the least possible expense
should be thrown on the mine owners.
With that object he hoped the Minister
would give the House some idea as to
what the cost was likely to be. Heshould
certainly vote against the amendment.

How. A. P. MATHESON : The hon.
member (Mr. Kidson) had stated that the

oldfields members were endeavouring to
mislead the House. 'The hon. member
might havesaid so in perfect good faith, and
the few remarks he had made showed how
imperfectly he understood the difficulties
of the position. The facts were these. In
Clause 2, which contained all the defini-
tions, a survevor was defined as being a
particular kind of surveyor. In this whole
Bill the word surveyocr was only mentioned
once, and that was in the clause which
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was sought to be introduced that, evening.
The Minister had set his hemt on this
clause, and was prepared, if he could, to
forceit down the throats of hon. members
by main force, provided he could obtain a
sufficient majority. Ifhe (Mr, Matheson)
could strike out the definition of surveyor,
namely that 4 survevor could only be one
kind of surveyor, he and those acting with
him would be prepared to accept the clause.
It would then mean that all the plans
would be prepared twice a year by the
manager, or hy a surveyor. There were
lots of surveyors on the fields, hut not
many of the kind stated, and there would
be still fewer in the future. Under the
circumstances he did not think Mr.
Kidson was justified in saymmg that the
goldfields members were endeavouring to
mislead the House. He and those act.mg
with himn were willing to meet the leader
of the House in every possible way they
could.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS said he was
glad to see the olive branch, which had,
it ab unusual spirit, been offered by Mr.
Matheson. He (Mr. Parsons) wasafraid
members were drifting rapidly into a false
position as embryo parties in the House ;
and he would e sorry to see that kind of
feeling grow.

Tue PRESIDENT said he did not want,
to interrupt the debate, but, for the
future, speakers mmnst confine themselves
distinetly to the question bhefore the
House, which was as to the striking out
of the sub-clause defining * surveyor.”
He had given a great deal of latitude in
the debate hitherto.

Hox. H. G. PARSONS: It would be
for the benefit of the House and in the
public interests if this sub-clause were
struck out. If this were not done, the
feeling on the goldfields would be strongly
in opposition to the feeling of the remain-
der of the colony. Thatwas a position
which had always been deprecated, and
which, up to the present, it had been pos-
sible to avoid. He had the bhest possible
authority for saving that there was
a strong and growing feeling agninst
the Bill in its present form at the present
time as an unjust, expensive, and oppres-
sive measure. fIn principle the Bill was
good and sound, and in the interests of
the country, and was introduced in that
spirit; but the gold-mining community
could not stand it at the present moment,
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These surveys, if enforced at all, should
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be left to mnine managers where they were -

able and willing to undertake the work.
The big companies invariably engaged
competent survevors. His estimale of
£150 a year as the cost for preparing
surveys for the department had heen
questioned, but in three cases that was
absolutely the estinate given to him in
counection with mines of which he had
control, and only one of these mines was
paying a dividend. There were not
enough surveyors on the fields; and it
was g very serious matter to go in opposi-
tion to the business sense of the people
who were conducting the most important
industry of the colony. A little delay
would be a fair thing in this legislation,
and in endeavouring to obtain that delay
hon. members who had not trespassed too
far on the patience of the House would
fight the matter out o the end.

Tae Presipert: The hon.
must not make use of threats.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS said he did
not mean his expression as a threat.
Discussion would be conducted in the
same spirit os heretofore ; and before the
debate was ended the committec would
sec that the opponents of the measure
had nat gone too far.

Amendment put, and division taken
with the following result:-—

member

Ayes ... VR
Noes . 11
Majority agaivst ... 6
AYEs, NoESs,

The Hon, A. P. Mathcson
‘The Hon. E. McLarty
The Hon. H. G. Parscus
The Hou, J. K. Tuylor
The Bon. A. H, Heuning
{Teller).

The Hen, W. Alexander

The Hon. H. Briges

The Hon. F. T. Crowder

The Hou. K. 8. Haynes

The Hon. 8. J. Hoynes

The Hon. A, I, Kidson

The Hon. 1. McKn:

The Hon. G. Randell

‘I'ne Hon. J. E. Richardson

‘1'he Hon, E. H, Wittenoom

The Hon. W, Spencer
(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived, and the
clause passed as printed.

New Clause:

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hen.
E. H. Wittenoom) moved that the fol-
lowing new clause beadded to the Bill:—

Within thirty days after the first day of July
following the passing of this Act, and thence-
forth within thirty days after the first day of
every January, every mining manager shall, in
relation to every mine under his charge, fur-
nish to the Minister a complete survey planon

. one set of plans per annum.
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the scale aforesaid, showing all the working of
the mine from the date of the last survey to
the days above mentioned respectively, and
snch survey plan of every wine situate within
twenty-five miles of a townsite shall be made
by a surveyor and signed by him, provided a
spt:reyor is available in the nearest town-
site.

With the desire to be amicable, and to
meet the wish of hon. members, he had
added to the clause tle words “ provided
a surveyor is available in the nearest
townsite,” He was sure hon. members
would feel he had endeavoured to meet
their wishes in every possible way.

How. R. 8. HAYNES asked whether
there was any provision in the Bill com-
pelling a mine owner to send in a plan
of the workings up to the passing of the
Act, in addition to the plan of the work-
ings from the last survey.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: In
Clause 4 it was provided that the mine
manager should send in plans of the
workings within six months of the passing
of the Act. These plans need not be
certified to by o surveyor, but all future
plans had to be so certified.

Hown. A. H. HENNING moved that
after the word ‘ Minister” the words
“at his expense” be inserted. If the
Minister required parficulars, he ought
to pay for them.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES said
that the two amendments he had al-
ready agreed to nake in the clause
were on the score of expense, and the
hon. member was just a little unreason-
able in asking for any further conces-
sion in that direction,

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : In spite
of the conciliatory spirit of the Minister
of Mines, he (DMr. Matheson} was cou-
pelled to support the amendment. While
mine-owners were prepared and anxious
to give every assistance to this record
office, they were not prepared to employ
those underground licensed surveyors.
The mine-owners showed even a more con-
ciliatory spirit and o greater desire to
meet the Govermment than the Govern-
ment had shown in offering to knock off
The Minis-
ter had weakened his case for accuracy.
His sole plea that underground surveyors
should be employed was on the ground
of accurney, but if a start was made
from a rotten foundation, the huilding
was bound to collapse.
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Tre MiwistEr oF Mines: Then the
first plans ought also to be prepared by a
licensed surveyor.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : That would
be logical, but it was not so provided.

Tue Mivister or MiNgs: The desire

vas not to be too hard on the mine-
owners.

Hon. A. H. Henwing : The House
would not do it.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The Minis-
ter was prepared to accept inaccurate
plans in the first instance.

THe MintsTER 0F MInEs: That was a
very unfoir and ungenerous argument.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON said he only
wanted to be logical.

Tae MrivisrEr oF Mivgs: It was not
always possible to be logical with the
House against one.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : This was
the time when the Minister ought to bhe
legical, because it proved how illogical
the balance of the House was. If the
Minister of Mines was prepared to admit
that he (Myr. Matheson) was logical, then
it put the action of the balance of the
House in a very nufavourable light.

Tae Minisrer orF Mines: Let the
Lon. member suggest an amendment
to make 16 logical.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON said he was
at present supporting Mr. Henning's
amendment. TLater on it might be his
duty to propose another amendment. The
working plans, with which  mine-
owners wanted the Government to be
satisfied, were the plans on which the
lives of the miners depended, and which
were absolutely correct. These plans
mine-owners were prepared to supply
twice a year if necessary, and it was not
fair on the part of the Minister of Mines
to suggest that the goldfields representa-
tives were going in for factious opposition.

TeE Minisrer oF Mines: That had
not been suggested.

Hox A. P. MATHESON : The Minis-
ter of Mines did not make the suggestion
in so many words.

Tue Minister oF Mives: The hon
member was setting up a supposition and
fighting it.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON said he did
not like to use the word ‘“insinuation,”
but the Minister did make the insinuation
that goldfiekls members were opposing
this clause simply from a desire to render
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vain his efforts in the direction of accuracy
—that they did not want to facilitate the
aceuracy of the plans.

Tue Mivisrer oF Mings: The hon.
member was not accused of that.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: If hon.
members were not accused of that—-

How. R. 8. Havwes: They thonght
they were.

Howx, A. P. MATHESON: It looked
very much as though hon. members were
so accused. It was as much to the ad-
vantage of mine-owners as to that of the
Government that the plans should be
absolutely accurate.

Tre MuNister orF Mixes : Why
object to the surveyors, then? TPerhaps
all mines were not conducted like those
of the hon. member.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : Any nines
whose works were worth preserving were
properly conducted. The majonty of
mines were not worth rvecording on
account of their small development work
at the present time. It was not until a
mine was at a certain stage of develop-
ment that it became worth while pre-
paring plaus for a record office. Where
the majority of mines were only shafts,
no records were necessary.

Tue Mmvister oF Mives: Suppose
mines were abandoned ?

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Any one
could go and see those shafts.

Tae MintsTER OF MIvEs: They might
be full of water.

Hon. A, P. MATHESBON : Then the
water could he pumped out. If they
were full of water it was the hest possible
proof they were not worth recording.
The Minister of Mines was uot in touch
with the mining industry, or he would
not make such suggestions,

Tae MivisTEr oF Mings said he knew
more about it than the hon. member
thought.

How. A. P. MATHESON: Then it -

was a pity the Minister did not show
more sagacity and intelligence in dealing
with the subject.

Tae MivisTer oF Mings: The hon.
niember could not recognise the value of
the suggestions.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The rest
of the hon. members ¢ould, and no doubt
appreciated them.

Tur Mivisrer or Mixes: They did,
as shown by the divisions.
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Hoxn. A. P. MATHESON : Tt was not
aliogeiher safe to go by divisions. Mine-
owners could get men at small expense
to prepare accurate plans. There was
no particular advantage in the proposal
that the plans should be sent in only
once a year, because it was not anticipated
the clause would pass in its present form,
that night, at any rate. He was perfectly
willing to admit the Minister of Mines
had gone a long way in his endeavour to
meet objections; but siill the clause was
not acceptable.

Hor. D). M. McKay: This was a “stone-
walb.”

Hor. A. P MATHESON said he did
not understand what the hon. member
‘meant by “stonewall” It was an ex-
pression which the hon. member lad
certainly not learnt in Skye, but out in
the colonies. For the reasons stated, he
(Mr. Matheson) regretted he was unable
to meet the Minister * half-way.”

Amendment put and negatived, and the
new clause added to the Bill.

Bill reported with a further amendment,
and, the Standing Orders having been
suspended, the report wus adopted.

CIRCUIT COURTS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Cousideration in committee resumed.

New Clause :

Hown. R. 5. HAYNES having, at the
previous sitting, moved that the following
new clause be added to the Bill, to stand
as Clause 16:

The acceptance of oflice of Commissioner
under this Act by n member of the Legisla-
tive Council or the Legislative Assembly shall
not be deemed to be an acceptance of office of
profit, and shall not render the seat of such
member void :

suid the clausedid not extend the privileges
of any section of the community. Under
the present Act, counsel who were mem-
bers of Parliament could appear as advo-
cates for the Government; and there was
no reason why counsel similarly eircum-
stanced should not act as judges to try
half a dozen cases on three or four occa-
sions. ‘Without such a clause, the object
of the Bill would be frustrated. He
doubted if there were any rmembers of
the bar available and willing to accept
the position, who were not members of
the Legislature. TIf the committee agreed
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to the clause, the Bill could be sent back
to another place. .

Tre Mrvisrer oF Mives: There were
objections in another place to anything
gomng back just now.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: The business
of the court was seriously congested. If
we debarred members of Parliament from
acting as commissioners, only one or two
members would be available, and he
believed that neither of them would
accept the position. We should therefore
be preventing the Government from
obtaining the services of the leading
members of the bar. Tt was nota ques-
tion  of emolument, ay anyome who
accepted the position would lose money
by it.

Tes MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H Wittencom): This matter had
been adjourned for the purpose of
allowing him to give serious consider-
ation to it. He was prepared to admit
that the best available talent of the bar
was in one House or the other. There
was no question about that. There were
some outsicde, but the majority were in
Parliament, and the consequence was that,
if they were not available for the Govern-
ment to appoint, the selection of the
Government would be narrowed to a very
small minority, and it might put the
Fovernment in a position that, if gentle-
men outside were engaged on other work,
the Government might be unable to ob-
tain anyone. The House had to consider
the precedent that would be established if
we exempted members of Parliament
under certain coaditions from being de-
harred from accepting appointments of
this kind. The most serious point of all
was that the Government might appoint
a commissioner as judge on acirewt, and
among the cases to be dealt with there
might be some in which the Government
were interested. It would then at once
be said, if the member of Parliament
whom they appointed as commissioner
happened to be on that side of the House
which supported the Government, that
he was appointed for furthering Govern-
ment views. He (the Minister) did not
say that would he the case. If, on the
other hand, a member of Parlament were
appointed as commisgioner from the Op-
position, the public would probably say
that the appointment was made with the
object of securing the support of that
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gentleman. He quite agreed with Mr.
Haynes that it was impossible for the
Government to do anything of the kind ;
but the public would always put their
own construction upon such an appoint-
ment. The House should, therefore, be
very careful as to what course it adopted.
He would leave it to the House to settle
the question entirely. It was one of
congiderable moment, as it involved a
question of precedent—almost a question
of Constitution—and he was certainly
very dubious how it would be regarded by
the public outside.

How. H. G. PARSONS: The point at
issue had been stated very clearly by the
Minister and by Mr. Haynes. Mr. Haynes
had said that there was no pick outside the
House, with one or two exceptions. Under
Clause 3, either a judge or a commissioner
must be appointed. The judges were out
of the running, therefore there were ounly
one or two men outside who could he
appointed. He thought they had made
a serions mistake in limiting the office of
commissioner to one who had served at
the bar seven years in the celony. He
believed in trades unionism, but this was
going rather too far. The lesser of two
evils would ke to go back on our previous
resolution, and allow people to come
in who had not been seven years in the
colony, rather than allow members of
Parliament to accept such appointments.
There was a strong feeling against break-
ing up the constitution in favour of a few
lawyers who might have political in-
fluence, and he was absolutely opposed,
on constitutional grounds, to giving the
preference to the few lawyers in our
midst over the strangers within our gates,
because the latter might have been here
only three or five years.

Howr. G, RANDELL said this was an
interference with the Constitution.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: The Chairman
had ruled that it was not.

Hox. (. RANDELL was quite in
accord with what Mr. Parsons had said.
He considered five vears would be quite
long enough for a person to be in the
colony to be qualified for the position in
question,

Tue CHAIRMAN: This motion did
not interfere with the Constitution Act.

How. A. P. MATHESON said he
entirely agreed with Messrs. Parsons and
Randell. Tt would be very much more
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satisfactory to the public who resided in
places where these courts were going to
be held, if the courts were presided over
by a judge rather than by a commissioner.
It might be a prejudice on the part of
the public. Every obstacle that was
put in the way of a commissioner being
appointed, by limiting the selection as
much as possible, and by debarring the
legal lununaries who would be suitable in
this and the other place from accepting
a position as commissicner, would tend to
render it more essential that the Govern-
ment. gshould appoint additional judges.
That was the point at which we ought to
aim.

How. 8. J. HAYNES said that, while
he agreed with the remarks of Mr, R. 8.
Haynes, he could not support the clause.
He quite agreed with what -Messrs.
Parsons and Randell had said. Tt seemed
to him that it would be unconstitutional
to allow members of Parliament to accept
the position of commissioner, and we
would be setting up a very dangerons
precedent if we accepted the clause moved
by Mr. Haynes. He agreed with Mr.
Matheson that it would be better if the
Grovernment would appoint an extra judge
to deal with the present situation, and
bring the congestion that existed in the
law courts to an end. He would rather
see one of the judges appointed than set
up the dangerous precedent proposed.

How. R. 8. Haynes: The Government
had already refused to appoint more judges.

Hor. 8. J. HAYNES: The Govera-
ment might perhaps yield, and so ease
the pressure on the Supreme Court.

Hoxn. R. S. HAYNES: It was rather
a delicate question for him to have
brought forward, hut he had done so
from a sense of duty. We wanted o
cirenit court established on the goldfields.
Being a practising barrister in Perth, it
was againet his interests to have such a
court established, but he was quite sure
it was required. He had no wish to press
the amendment, and, with the consent of
hon members, he would withdraw it.

Hon. G. RANDELL: There wus a
strong feeling—he believed a unanimous
feeling—that the time had come when
an additional judge should be appointed.

Proposed clause, by leave, withdrawn.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and re-
port adopted.
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IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
Postponed Clanse 24
Hor. R. 8. HAYNES: Progress had
been reported, on the suggestion of the
Minister of Mines, to enable him to con-
sider the proposed addition.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES said he

had no objection to it.
Amendment —as previously proposed
by Hon. R. 8. Haynes—put and passed.
Schedule, preamble, and title---agreed
to.
Bill reported with amendments.

RECOMMITTAL.

The Bill having been recommitted,

Clanse 27—Imposing vestrictions, &e:

How, R. 8. HAYNES moved, as an
amenciment, that the words “below the
27th parallel of latitude” be inserted
between the words “or” and “in,” in line
three. It had been pointed out to him
that on the Pilbarra goldfields only
Chinese servants could be obtained in the
hotels. The object was that in the town-
ships north of the 26th parallel they
might be employved in hotels and as
servants.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES said
that this was rather an intricate matter,
and he should leave it to the discretion of
the goldfields members. He saw no
particular objection to it.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with a further amendinent;
and, the Standing Orders having been sus-
pended, the report was adopted.

WORKMEN’'S LIEN BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), in moving the second
reading, said: I think this small Bill
will meet with the approbation of all
members of this House.
for the purpose of giving working men
security for their wages from a con-
tractee as well as firom a contractor.

It is well-known that occasionally men

work for contractors who take contracts
from other peeple, and that sometimes
working men are not able to get their
wages from them. This Bill is to give

working men whe have not been paid .

their wages the first c¢laim on the con-
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| two parts.

It is introduced |
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tractor's estate. The Bill is divided into
The first part deals with
cases in which working men have ob-

i tained judgment, and the second part
; with cases in which working men have

not obtained a judgment. In the first
case, o working man may apply and obtain
a judgment for wages, and the magistrate
gives him o certificate for the amount for
which he has obtained judgment. He
can then serve notice on the contractee
that he has obtained judgment and that
he has got a certificate. The effect of
his holdinga certificate practically assigns
to him the amount of money for which
he has a judgment, and which is now in
the hands of the contractee. All notices
that are sérved ob the contractee, who
is the man who deals with the contractor,
are held for seven days, and all certifi-
cates that reach him within seven days
oceupy the same position; so that at the
end of seven days,if half-a-dozen cer-
tificates come in they are dealt with
proportionately. A working man may
sue a contractee for his money after
getting o certificate.  If he presents this
certificate to a contractee, and the latter
does not pay up, and if the contructee
have any money due to the contractor, the
working man can sue the contractee for the
amount.

A MemBeR: Supposing he has not got
any ?

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Then
he cannot pay. Before a contractor gets
any money from a contractee, the former
must show a statement of wages due, and
make a declaration verifying the state-
ment; and the contractee need not pay a
single penny until he has seen that state-
ment and declaration. The first liability
1s for wagres, which a contractee must pay
and deduct from moneys due to contractor.
The men to whom the wages are due may
sue the contractee, and there is a provision
that men nust sigh a receipt for wages
paid to them by the contractee. The oh-

i ject of the Bill is to secure the wages of

working men, and I am sure the House
will approve of the measure.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.
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Annual Estiniates :

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 935 p.m. un-
til the next Tuesday.

Feqrslatibe Assemblp,
Thursdoy, 9th December, 1897.

Roada and Stroets Closure Bill: Amendment on
l‘e};urh—Aunuul Estimates : in Committec of Supply
—Police Act Awendment  Bill: first reading—
Agriculturnl Tands Puarchase Act Awcudment
Bill: first reading —Paper presented — Adjourn-
ment,

TrE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
AMENDMENT CN RETORT.

The Bill having been reported with
amendments,

Tueg DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) moved, as
an amendment in the schedule, that the
following paragraph be added : —

In the Townsile of Coolgerdic.—All those
portions of Ford Street lying hetween the
north side of King Street and the south side
of Elvira Street, and the north side of Elvira
Street and the south side of ‘loorak Street;
also all that portion of Macdonald Street lying
between a north line drawn from the north-
west corner of Coolgardie Town Lot 1090 and
the west side of Quarry Street produced to
the north side of Macdonald Street.

Put and passed,

Report (with the further amendment)
adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Consideration of Estimates resumed.
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT

(Hon. R. 'W. Pennefather).
Vote—Crown Law Officers, £3,445—
agreed to.
Vote—Supreme Courl, £7,449:

[ASSEMBLY.)

Attorney Ganeral.

Mr. LEARKE: The work of the
Supreme Court had accumulated to a
considerable extent, and the time of the
judpes and officers of the court was fully
occupied. Particularly was this so in the
Registrar’s office, where there was need
for mprovement and more assistance.
The clerks employed had very little space
to work in, and were subject to many
inconveniences. The Registrar was a
pluralist, so far as his duties were
concerned, but not perhaps in regard
to salary. His duties were many and
various, for he was Registrar, Master,
Keeper of Records, Registrar in Bank-
ruptey, Registrar of Joint Stock Com-
panies, Taxing Officar, and goodness only
knew what else. Another Master should
be appomted in the Supreme Court, to
get rid of the present accumulation of
work; also, there should he a taxing
officer appointed, as the business of
taxing the bills of actions devolved now
on the Master of the court, although this
was not work he should be called on to
do, but should be the work of a special
officer. If ataxing officer were nppointed,
he would reguire to be a qualitied man;
and if an extra Master were appointed, or
a Master in Equity, or an assistant
master, it would be found that a great
deal of the formal work now doue in
chambers by the judges might be done
by the Registrar; and in the event of a
particular matter requiring a decision by
the Master, there mught be an appeal to
the judyre in chambers, as was done in
England. For instance, the judges had to
issue formal summonses for attachinent,
also to grant fiats for probate, and all
formal matters which only required a. little
care on the part of a qualified man to see
that the necessary formalities were ob-
served.  All this work could be taken off
the hands of the judges by a Registrar,
or by another Master of the Supreme
Court. The salaries in this departmeni
had not been increased to any perceptible
extent, in this or any previous year. The
time had arrived when this office required
reorganisation, and the work distnibuted
properly.

Me. EWING : The Attorney General
would recognise just as fully as other
legal members of this House the necessity
for making some further provision for
the transaction of the ordinary business
of the Supreme Court; and it should he



